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Abstrak 

Istilah pemahaman lintas budaya telah lama dikenal oleh banyak orang di seluruh dunia, tetapi hanya sedikit dari 
mereka yang tahu tentang pengaruh nilai-nilai Islam bersama dengan tema pemahaman lintas budaya dalam sebuah 
acara yang disebut Program Kamp Bahasa Inggris 2019. Karena alasan itu , peneliti tertarik untuk menggali lebih 
lanjut tentang bagaimana nilai-nilai Islam mahasiswa Madura memengaruhi pemahaman mereka tentang perbedaan 
budaya negara-negara berbahasa Inggris dalam Program Kamp Bahasa Inggris. Secara umum, penelitian ini akan 
menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif karena tujuan utamanya adalah untuk menjelaskan tentang pemahaman 
mahasiswa tentang perbedaan budaya dalam kaitannya dengan nilai-nilai Islam pada latar belakang siswa. Hasil 
penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa para mahasiswa Madura masih memegang nilai-nilai Islam mereka yang berasal 
dari latar belakang agama mereka ketika datang untuk memahami tentang perbedaan budaya yang terjadi di negara-
negara berbahasa Inggris tertentu selama Program Camp Inggris. Juga, nilai-nilai Islam mereka tidak menghalangi 
atau membatasi keterbukaan mereka dalam menerima beberapa perbedaan budaya yang terjadi di seluruh dunia. 

Kata Kunci: Keberagaman, Masyarakat, Melayu, Riau 
  

 Abstract  

The term cross cultural understanding had long been known by many people all over the world, but only a few of them 
knows about the influence of Islamic values along with the cross cultural understanding theme in an event called 
English Camp Program 2019. Due to that reason, the researcher is interested in digging more about how the Islamic 
values of Madurese college students affect their understanding about cultural differences of English-speaking countries in 
English Camp Program. In general, this research will use qualitative descriptive method because the main goal is to 
describe about those college students’ understanding on cultural differences in relation with Islamic values on students’ 
background. The result of this research shows that those Madurese college students are still holding on their Islamic 
values which are coming from their religious background when it comes to understand about cultural differences 
happened in certain English-speaking countries during the English Camp Program. Also, their Islamic values are not 
blocking or limiting their openess about receiving some cultural differences happened all over the world. 

Keywords: Perbedaan budaya, nilai-nilai Islam, mahasiswa Madura 

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.24014/sb.v16i2.6908 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Every year, English Education Department in 
STKIP PGRI Bangkalan organizes the event 
called “English Camp Program” for all those new 
college students during their first semester. In 
every year, the program provides different theme 
and for this English Camp Program 2019, the 
theme is about ‘Cross Culture Understanding 
Towards English-Speaking Countries’. Thus, this 
present research seeks to describe and analyze 
how the English Camp Program have influenced 
the Madurese college students’ understanding of 

cultural differences as well as to relate it with 
their Islamic values.  

In order to address the issue, the following 
research question will guide the study: How the 
Islamic values of those Madurese college students 
influence their understanding on cultural 
differences towards English-speaking countries in 
English Camp Program? And based on the 
research question, this research has some 
objectives: To explore more about the influence 
of Islamic values of those Madurese college 
students related to their understanding on cultural 
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differences towards English-speaking countries in 
English Camp Program.   

Culture is basically a term for everything that 
produced by humans with the purpose to make 
humans’ life become a lot easier. We know some 
industrial products which happen to fulfill our 
everyday life such as chair, table, kitchen set, 
lamp, car, all skyscraper building, and many more. 
All those products made by humans and they can 
be simply be called as a product of culture. 
Today, in the modern era of digital technology, 
cultures have been immersed drastically into 
something bigger than just those simple goods. It 
is transformed into an online media. And today, 
humans can easily interact with other people all 
around the world as well as to know what 
happens in the whole world in real time by using 
online media (Andrew, 2009). And related to 
cultures, online media has become the most 
valuable weapon for people when it comes to 
know and understand more about what’s on 
other people’s nation or country.  

Education, of course, has played the most 
important role in expanding and enlighten 
people’s mind about the world. And the media 
that can be the representation of the educational 
world is school and college (Mahdi, 2015). Now, 
there are various great colleges all around 
Indonesia which tend to have its biggest role to 
enlighten young generations for the sake of the 
brighter future for Indonesia (Yoshihisa, 2014). 
And among all those subjects in college, English 
Department tends to become one great subject 
that entails the connection to the whole world by 
increasing the capability in communicating with 
English as the international language.  

Moreover, there are some English training 
programs which tend to be the curriculum in 
English Department and English Education 
Department. The main purpose to make English 
training program to become a part of the 
curriculum and now becoming an annual event is 
to ensure that all those English college students 
have an opportunity to explore their four basic 
language skills through activities in speaking, 
reading, listening, and writing during that 
program. The English Camp Program has been 
held for three days in a villa. For this 2019 
English Camp Program, it is being held in Trawas 

– Mojokerto from 18th February until 20th 
February 2019.  

The theme for this 2019 English Camp 
Program is about “Cross Cultural Understanding 
Towards English-Speaking Countries”. What is 
meant by English-speaking countries here is 
including United Kingdom (England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and Wales), United States of America, 
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Based on 
the theme above, the students will be asked 
directly and indirectly about cultures in each 
country. And those cultures can be in the form of 
the city festivals, the culinary attractions, people’s 
habits, people’s faith and beliefs, national 
costumes, traditional dance and music, public 
holidays, tourist attractions, nation history and 
heritage, country constitution, and many more 
interesting things that people around the world 
should know.  

And because of the majority of those college 
students’ backgrounds are coming from 
Madurese race and it is widely known that 
Madurese people are quite popular with their 
religious background, then the researcher tend to 
focus on knowing about the relation between 
their Islamic values and their understanding 
about cultural differences in those English-
speaking countries in English Camp Program. 
The researcher also thinks that it is very useful to 
do this kind of research because it is crucial for 
people in certain society or country tend to hold 
on their characteristics, including about their 
values on religion in order to keep survive in the 
middle of this advanced modern globalization 
era. In other words, we need to keep acting 
locally but thinking as the global citizens. 

Cultural Differences  

Grant and Lei (2001) claimed that cultural 
differences are regarded as the main issues in 
cross cultural education. In other words, it means 
that without knowing and realizing about those 
cultural differences, there must be a lot of 
misunderstandings and confusions occur when it 
comes to communicate with someone else who 
comes from different cultural background. Thus, 
it is really essential to understand well about these 
cultural differences not only for people from 
different nationalities such as Indonesians and 
Canadians, but also for people from different 
localities like Sundanese and Balinese.  
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Actually, the main purpose for understanding 
cultural differences is to make sure that people 
will acquire knowledge, skills, and attitudes 
towards micro culture, macro culture, mainstream 
culture, as well as the global community 
(Sinagatullin, 2003). Thus, people will be able to 
function well in understanding the culture at all 
levels including local, national, and global. In the 
future, the adequate knowledge and skills about 
cross culture understanding will lead people to 
have what is called as cultural awareness. Tanaka 
(2006) stated that the concept of this cultural 
awareness has been stressed as a substantial part 
of English teaching and learning process.  

Islamic Values   

Ahmet Akgunduz (2013) from University of 
Rotterdam had once said that Islamic values will 
be the foundation of the good individual and 
social life so that it leads someone for doing only 
the good things in their life. These Islamic values 
are then classified into three basic levels: 
necessities, convenience, and refinements. Islam 
protects these basic levels in the human values 
and prohibits any discrimination and violation 
against them. In order to build up the universal 
peace and harmony among its followers and 
other people around the world, Islam is created 
five basic values for humanity which need to be 
protected. Those five basic values including life 
(physical self), religion, knowledge or intellect (Al 
Aql), family life and offspring (Al Nasab), as well 
as wealth (Al Mal).   

a. Life  

According to the Qur’an verse:  

“... whoever kills a human being for other than 
manslaughter or corruption and mischief in the earth, 
it shall be as if he had killed all mankind, and 
whoever saves the life of one, it shall be as if he had 
saved the life of all mankind. Our messengers came 
unto them of old with clear proofs (of Allah's 
Sovereignty), but afterwards lo! Many of them became 
prodigals in the earth” (the Qur’an, 5: 32).  

It is clear enough that all human are equal, 
regardless of their nationality, race, religion, 
language, culture, as well as their color of skin. 
Human all over the world need to survive and 
have their own life as free individuals, not for 
death. In human life, there are many things to 
be taken care of, including food, shelter, 

transport, health, clothing, and any other basic 
needs for human in order to live suitably. 
There are many things that need to be 
controlled today in order to make sure that the 
societies live in peace. Something life crime, 
sex abuse, free sex, drug trafficking, women 
and children trafficking, and disease can be 
very harmful for people lives so that it needs 
the hands of many people to help protecting 
the world from all those global threatened 
things.  

b. Religion  

We’re all known that religion is considered 
to be the fundamental right for human life. 
Every individual all over the world has their 
own rights to practice any religion that meet 
their own choice and faith. The religion is 
truly important for each individual in order to 
provide them the comfort, peace, and the 
purpose in their life.  

c. Knowledge or Intellect  

The term knowledge has been known as 
the extraordinary attention for Islam because 
someone needs to have broader knowledge in 
order to be able to make such great decisions 
for their own life as well as for the whole 
society and the world. This knowledge can be 
divided into two categories: the basic 
knowledge (knowledge from each individual) 
and the specialized knowledge (knowledge for 
the society or a group of people as well as 
secured by the society).  

d. Family Life and Offspring  

Family life is the heart of the society in 
which determine on how certain society will 
be seen directly or indirectly by other societies 
out there. The values in family will be very 
important to ensure the position of someone 
in the society and will create the stereotype of 
certain society or culture. Islam arranged 
about family life is two people coming from 
different gender who are getting married and 
having children. Islam believes that children 
must be existed under the marriage legality 
and if it is not, then it is considered to be ‘sin’. 
And it will lead someone who did it outside 
the legality of marriage settlement ‘to be 
punished’ by the society. The punishment will 
usually appear in the form of ‘social 

http://dx.doi.org/10.24014/sb.v16i2.6908


Iin Rachmawati: Cross Culture Understanding in …. 

130  DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.24014/sb.v16i2.6908 

harrashment’ such as being bullied as ‘illegal 
children’ and the parents will face a lot of 
problems when they want to make birth 
certificate for the children.  

e. Wealth  

Islam is also seeing wealth as the 
fundamental of the human values. Some of 
the modern white-collar crimes including 
corruption, money launderings, and 
embezzlement seem to be threatened this 
wealth value. This kind of immoral character 
will be very harmful for the life of global 
economy. That is why, Islam will always ask 
for its followers to gain money from some 
positive and ‘halal’ sources. 

METHOD 

Furthermore, this research will use 
qualitative descriptive method in order to 
describe more about the understanding of 
Madurese college students when it comes to 
Islamic values in the English Camp Program 
themed ‘Cross Cultural Understanding’. This 
qualitative method is quite suitable with the 
visibility purpose, cultural change, as well as 
social determination as stated by Gamson (2000). 
More specifically, this research will conduct 
interviews with some students who are taking this 
2019 English Camp Program.  

Technique of data collection is a process in 
which primary data are obtained for the 
research’s purpose. First of all, the researcher will 
prepare the recording tool and notes for 
collecting the data. And then, the researcher will 
take some interviews with 40 students 
participated in the English Camp Program. The 
interviews will be done after the program had 
finished.  As already said above, it is emphasized 
that the data of interviews will be collected 
through interviewing some students based on 
those who had the highest score in understanding 
the cultures of certain country as well as from 
those who had been awarded as the best speaker 
during the program.  

The analysis of the data will be conducted 
through three steps. First, the researcher will do 
the transcription from the recording tool. The 
analysis will result in two types of data: table and 
words description. Secondly, the researcher will 
try to analyze the data by using some theories 

related to cross cultural understanding and 
Islamic values. After the data had been presented 
in the form of table, then the researcher will 
explain the content of the data through word 
description/descriptive text.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The Influence of Islamic Values of Madurese 
College Students Related to Their 
Understanding on Cultural Differences 
Towards English-Speaking Countries in the 
English Camp Program  

As already said above, it is clear that English-
speaking countries are including countries like 
United Kingdom and Great Britain (England, 
Ireland, Wales, and Scotland), USA and Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand. From those 40 
students, they will be divided into eight different 
groups. Each group will consists of 5 students 
and each group will be guided by one lecturer as 
their coach. The groups are: London and 
Manchester (as the representation of England), 
Dublin (as the representation of Ireland), Santa 
Fe and New York (as the representation of USA), 
Ottawa (as the representation of Canada), 
Melbourne (as the representation of Australia), 
and Auckland (as the representation of New 
Zealand).    

Each student on those groups needs to 
perform their competence in cross-cultural 
understanding towards English-speaking 
countries that had been told before. In the end of 
the program, the researcher will interview some 
of those college students in order to know how 
they would react on their new knowledge about 
cultural differences when it is banged with their 
religious background of holding onto the Islamic 
values. The interviews will only be done to 25 
students whom represent the ability above the 
average ranks (high ranks). The test had been 
given in the form of qualitative data where the 
result appeared in words, not in score. From 
several tests that had been given to those college 
students (writing test, speaking test, reading test, 
and listening test), it can be gotten the data that 
twenty five college students tend to have high 
ranks on the score. For about six college students 
are in the medium ranks, while nine college 
students are positioned in the bottom ranks. The 
table of general tests can be seen as follows: 
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Table 1 

No Competence  Performance  Total (Students)  

1 High High 25 

2 Medium Medium 6 

3 Low Low 9 

 
Meanwhile, based on the result on the interviews, the data can be seen as follows:  

 
Table 2 

STUDENTS 

ISLAMIC VALUES 

LIFE RELIGION 
KNOWLEDGE/ 

INTELLECT 
FAMILY LIFE / 

OFFSPRING 
WEALTH 

1 v v  v  

2  v v v  

3   v   

4 v   v  

5  v  v  

6    v  

7 v v    

8  v  v  

9  v   v 

10  v  v  

11 v v v   

12  v   v 

13   v v  

14 v   v  

15  v  v  

16  v v   

17   v v  

18  v  v  

19 v  v v  

20  v  v  

21 v v   v 

22 v   v  

23  v v   

24   v v  

25 v v  v  

      
Here, the researcher will explain some 

elements in the term of Islamic values including 
life (physical self), religion, knowledge or intellect 
(Al Aql), family life and offspring (Al Nasab), as 
well as wealth (Al Mal) as stated by Akgunduz 
(2013).   

From Table 1 above, it can be seen that most 
of those college students relate to Family 
life/offspring as aspect in life that influence them 
a lot. Religion had taken part in the second 

position. Meanwhile, Life and 
Knowledge/intellect happened to be in the third 
position with similar amount of the students. And 
Wealth aspect is regarded to be the last aspect 
which is chosen by the college students related to 
their Islamic values. Table 1 has also conducted 
that those college students had chosen each 
aspect of those Islamic values more than once. It 
means that each student will certainly choose 
more than one aspect of the Islamic values based 
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on their personal background (which one mostly 
influences their life or their perspective in life 
related to the cultural differences). Each of those 
students is generally choosing two aspects to 
three aspects of the Islamic values.  

Life (Physical Self)  

When it comes to talk about life (physical life), 
it must include something like the basic needs of 
food, shelter, health, protection, education, as 
well as the freedom to do and to say everything as 
long as it is good and not hurting or threatening 
other people’s lives and thoughts. When it is 
compared to those English-speaking countries 
that had been discussed above, of course the life 
of most Indonesian people is still far away from 
prosperity and establishment in life. There is still 
uneven prosperity in some regions in Indonesia. 
From some of those Madurese college students’ 
statements, it can be compiled that there are still 
many poor people and society who live outside 
the city. Among those four regions in Madura, it 
can be said that there is still uneven prosperity in 
which the data showed that Sumenep has become 
the richest region in Madura, and followed by 
Bangkalan, Pamekasan, and Sampang (taken from 
Badan Pusat Statistik and Radar Madura, 2019).  

Mostly, it is influenced by the culture of 
Madurese people who tend to put their children 
to work and live in Madura if they are not too 
diligent or lazy. Although there are many 
Madurese people all around Indonesia, it doesn’t 
affect much on decreasing the poverty level in 
Madura, especially in Bangkalan. From these 
Madurese college students, the researcher found 
the data that most of them are coming from the 
parents with the standard income below IDR 
1.500.000/month, with most of them are working 
in the agriculture field or in the farm or in the 
plantation field. Islam holds the human soul in 
such high self-esteem so that it is important to 
appreciate others not based on their income or 
their social status, but because of their attitude 
(moral) or ‘akhlak’.  

In terms of relation with the cross-culture 
understanding, the college students seem to feel 
insecure about themselves. As one of them stated 
as below: “Aduh, saya merasa gimana gitu waktu 
lihat wisata-wisata dan budaya di luar negeri. 
Kelihatan sangat mewah dan sangat menarik. 
Makanya banyak yang tertarik untuk datang 

kesana dan belajar banyak budayanya. Tapi 
rasanya jauh banget sama keseharian saya. 
Kayaknya gak mungkin saya bisa kesana 
meskipun yang namanya rejeki kita gak tau ya. 
Tapi enggak ah, saya gak pede. Bahasa Inggris 
juga biasa aja, pengetahuan lainnya apalagi. Malah 
saya baru tau tentang beragam budaya di 
Amerika, di Australia, di Inggris itu dari kegiatan 
English Camp Program ini”.  

From the statement above, it can be seen 
subtracts that even though she believes much in 
her religion, but her self-distrust seems to 
dominate her perspective in seeing the world. She 
believes that Allah will give fortune (rejeki) for 
His people as long as those people are intended 
to change their own fate by learning seriously and 
working hard.  But unfortunately, she didn’t have 
enough faith to try to manifest her dream. It is 
mostly because she understates her own self and 
she feels that her dream is too high to be reached. 
And Islam generally display that it doesn’t work 
like that. Islam always gives attention that in 
order to be able to reach your dream, someone 
needs to focus and intend to do something which 
can make their goal to become reality.  

Religion  

Religion seems to be the second most 
powerful Islamic value which is affected the 
perspective of most of those Madurese college 
students. In this English Camp Program, the 
college students learn much about some 
traditions and festivals which are commonly 
being held in those English-speaking countries. 
For instance, it is very common to find numerous 
of culture festivals in Manchester, Melbourne, 
Auckland, Santa Fe, New York, London, and 
Dublin of course. All those cities in those 
English-speaking countries had already declared 
about its support to LGBT for being formally 
legalized. Thus, it is very easy to find many gay 
couple or lesbian couple to get married in those 
cities every month. The government agreed to 
make commitment that they will protect the 
human rights of every citizen in their country. 
The declaration for legalizing same-sex marriage 
make a lot of people gather around in the street 
in order to celebrate their struggle for many years. 
There is also a yearly festival called Mardi Gras to 
celebrate about the equality for every citizen.  
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In contrast, that kind of condition is still not 
being accepted in Indonesia, especially because of 
the declination of its society. Indonesia consists 
of various different kinds of ethnics and races, 
including Madurese which tend to consider that 
LGBT is not acceptable. The societies think that 
it is against their religion as well as they are afraid 
of being criminalized just because the society 
marks on LGBT as an unforgiveable sin. The 
general aim of legislation in Islam considers its 
values and norms should protect and guarantee 
the necessities (Al Dharuriyyat) of the human 
beings. And the ‘fitrah’ of human beings is to live 
together and having family with someone from 
the opposite sex. Keesing (2007) had once said 
that there are five basic values in Islam including 
life (Al Nafs), reason (Al Aql), descent (Nasab), 
property (Al Mal) and religion (Al Din). The 
religion of Islam agrees to protect all those basic 
values of the human beings and it is also 
prohibiting any violation against them.  

That is why, those college students feel a little 
bit curious about how those Western people can 
accept LGBT communities even though their 
religion is against them. It can be simply stated 
that the government of those countries along 
with their societies agree on one thing: “human 
rights need to be protected no matter what 
happens in this world”. And for that, anything 
that against the human rights will be stated as 
violation and breaking the law. Also, those 
Western people are fully concerned with any 
terms related to hate speech which is often being 
received by those LGBT communities, so that 
they cannot let that evil things happened over 
and over again. The legalization to the human 
rights had been signed by the government of the 
world so that it must be done as it is commanded.  

Knowledge or Intellect (Al Aql)  

When thinking about Islam, there are also four 
major important things corrected by Ghazali 
(1990) that you need to know related to the 
Islamic philosophy: heart (Qalb), soul or self (Al 
Nasf), spirit (Ruh), and intellect (Al ‘Aql). It 
means that when the knowledge of individual is 
increased, then it is automatically connected with 
their soul, heart, and spirit. That is why Islam 
always recommends that each individual needs to 
raise their potential and ability to do something 
they can do best. The more knowledge that 

individual had, it will result on the more respect 
they can get from the entire society.  

In relation to this Islamic value, the Madurese 
college students have already gotten a few more 
knowledge about cultural differences between 
Western countries and Eastern countries, 
especially Indonesia. By following this English 
Camp Program, the college students have 
understood well about some cultures including 
the habits of the Western society, the food 
tourism, the festivals, the government regulations, 
the tourism attractions, as well as some of the 
local traditions. Most of them had just known 
about the knowledge and some of them feel 
surprised on the fun facts and interesting facts 
about those English-speaking countries. For 
example, Dublin group know exactly that Ireland 
is regarded to be the city of festivals with more 
than a hundred festivals celebrated in the capital 
city each year. Celebrating the festivals means 
that someone will meet someone else from many 
different backgrounds and they interact with each 
other under the same direction as the moral 
horizontal values in Islam. As Hoque (2014) said 
that the moral vertical values are including the 
individual manner relationship between the 
intrinsic attitude to God and the moral horizontal 
values are including the individual extrinsic 
against social environment in daily life, must be 
balanced.  

So, it can be generally said that knowledge and 
moral values are something which is pretty crucial 
in Islam regarding of the Islamic philosophy 
because it will suitably promote and control the 
society’s behaviors to the benefits of its 
individuals and the whole society. This statement 
is in line with what Halstead (2007) revealed: the 
Islamic moral values (whether they are as 
individuals just like sympathy, affection, sincerity, 
and patience or common such as obligation, self-
feeling, attitude and behaviors, are meant to bring 
both the individuals and the society some great 
benefits towards their life.  

Family Life and the Offspring (Al Nasab)  

It can be seen from the table above that most 
of those Madurese college students are still 
depending on their family especially their parents, 
with the total seventeen (17) students. In this 
case, the role of the family and parents play such 
important role in forming the students’ habits, 
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perspectives in seeing life, as well as creating their 
thinking. In most of Madurese family, the role of 
Islamic values and principles are holding tight 
since they were child.  

And related to their experience while they are 
following English Camp Program, they now 
know about some cultures in those English-
speaking countries. For instance, they know that 
American and Canadian loves to have party in 
which in their local culture, that kind of party is 
not acceptable. They prefer having such religious 
ceremony than having party which only ended up 
in spending too much money and a lot of 
negativities. The influence from their family life is 
also believed that it is not acceptable to spend 
money for something that does not give the 
positive effect. Meanwhile, it is also affected by 
the family background which is only having a 
little money for their children and the parents will 
only give money to their children for school and 
other primary needs. In this case, it is strongly 
believed that those Madurese college students still 
can handle their local wisdom that is coming 
from their religious backgrounds.  

Besides that, the college students understand 
that when you are seventeen years old in 
America, Canada, England, Australia, or any 
other Western countries; it means that you are 
expected to go out from the family or you have 
to learn how to live by yourself. Most of 
teenagers in those Western countries will usually 
start to live their own life by renting an 
apartment, cooking by themselves, as well as 
trying to get a job for fulfilling their everyday 
needs. Parents will tend to teach their children 
about how to be an independent man and woman 
since they were child. It is normal to see parents 
asked their five-year-old children to wash their 
dishes or to clean their shoes. From the habits 
from the early age, most of those children will 
feel relieved when the time for being independent 
is coming. They even enjoy their new life away 
from their parents.  

In Indonesia, it is uncommon to see teenagers 
to live by themselves. Parents seem to always try 
to arrange everything in their children life, even 
when their children have already grown up to 
become teenagers and young adults. It also 
happens in Madura where parents seem to 
control their children life, especially to those who 

are living in the rural areas. If most Western 
teenagers and young adults tend to postpone 
getting married soon, most Madurese teenagers 
and young adults tend to be quick in getting 
married, even before they are passing from the 
college. Based on Akgunduz’s perspective, it is 
clear enough that the fact happened because 
those Madurese college students and their parents 
are strongly affected by the norms and values in 
their religion which is asked its followers to get 
married as soon as they are capable of doing it.  

Wealth (Al Mal)  

Dughazah (2009) aimed to state that Islam is a 
religion which will protect and respect the 
fundamental human rights in every aspect in life. 
For more, Islam is also providing higher system 
of morality including arrange properly about the 
kindness, sympathy, generosity, peace, goodwill, 
truthfulness, as well as mercy. In relation with the 
wealth, it can be argued that wealth should be 
such general factor which can create peace in the 
world. Thus, it cannot be denied that people 
throughout the world need to experience 
prosperity in their life in order to be able to share 
sympathy, generosity, and truthfulness to anyone 
around them. What is meant by prosperity here 
does not always relate to material wealth, it can 
be wealth in any other forms including health, 
happiness, and inner peace.  

Moreover, some of those college students (for 
about 45% of the total sample) stated that it is 
easier for them to accept everything they just 
know including anything about cross-culture they 
have found in certain English-speaking countries 
when they have such openness of mind. The 
openness of mind will certainly relate to the inner 
peace that students had already had as self-
knowledge in the openness mind and inner peace 
can give great results through meditation and 
calmness of the religion (Nyingma Psychology 
Series).  

Also, they have learned a lot about the culture 
of corruption and money launderings in some 
countries including USA and UK. Those 
politicians or any other people who do the 
corruption and money launderings will get hard 
punishment in order to make them feel deterrent 
and they won’t do it again in the future. As a 
member of the society who is living in such 
developing country, those college students know 
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that Indonesia needs to have basic Islamic rules 
and regulations in order to get rid of those 
corruptors so that they can keep the mandate of 
the Indonesian people.  As we have known that 
immoral characters of those government officials 
will lead the society and the country into such 
slumped economic situation. The Islamic values 
will always recommend its followers to gain 
money from some positive and ‘halal’ sources so 
that they can live prosperous and in peace.  

Here is the statement from one of those 
college students related to the wealth aspect:  
“Saya rasa perlu sekali pemerintah mulai 
mengadopsi sistem pemerintahan berbasiskan 
pada aturan-aturan dalam Islam dimana Islam 
tidak akan memberikan toleransi kepada mereka 
yang bersikap sewenang-wenang dan merugikan 
masyarakat, termasuk para koruptor itu. Lihat saja 
di Arab dimana para pencuri selalu dipotong 
tangannya sehingga mereka pun akhirnya akan 
kapok dan tidak akan mencuri lagi. Apalagi untuk 
kejahatan sebesar korupsi dan nepotisme”.  

From that statement, it can be concluded that 
as the representation of Madurese college 
students, he said it is truly substantial to enforce 
the Islamic rules in the scope of government 
officials. However, it would be pretty hard to 
apply those Islamic rules in the government 
because our nation is not strictly based on Islamic 
regulations. As a matter of fact, Indonesia 
consists of some different religions so that it 
would be quite hard to manifest full Islamic rules. 
One thing which can be done is to try to apply 
those Islamic values through the educational 
system of institutions in Indonesia. The 
understanding of these Islamic values, especially 
for wealth aspect will help to lead the society to 
have such strong characters as well as build such 
noble characters, attitudes, and behaviors. 

CONCLUSION 

In fact, it can be clearly said that culture and 
education nowadays have become such 
inseparable things. By taking the education in the 
school or college, people will be able to enlighten 
their perspectives in order to understand and 
accept that there are a lot of different cultures in 
the world. Moreover, cultures can also become 
such great weapon for anyone to be able to take 
their education into higher levels because in the 

field of academics, people will interact with those 
who come from numerous different cultures.  

These days, there are more and more people in 
Indonesia who tend to relate cultures with some 
of the Islamic values which represent their nation 
and religion. As we have known that Indonesia is 
considered to be a country in which having the 
biggest population of Moslem in the world. This 
is the main reason on why Islamic values have 
become such substantial aspects in most 
Indonesia people’s lives. The island of Madura is a 
part of East Java province in Indonesia and it is 
regarded to be one of the biggest Moslem 
populations.  

When it comes to understand about the 
cultures, education, and Islamic values; some of 
those Madurese college students tried to develop 
their own perspectives which are generally based 
on their family traits. It can be seen from the table 
of the Islamic values that most of those college 
students are still strongly influenced by their 
parents and tradition as well as influenced most by 
their religion as Moslem.  

In the English Camp Program which had been 
held for three days in Trawas, those college 
students can understand well about certain 
different cultures in those English-speaking 
countries including England, Ireland, America, 
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. And the 
result of this research shows that those Madurese 
college students are still holding on their Islamic 
values even though they can accept about all 
those cultural differences happened in certain 
English-speaking countries during the English 
Camp Program. Also, their Islamic values are not 
blocking or limiting their openess about receiving 
some cultural differences happened all over the 
world. 
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