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The purpose of this research is to describe the correlation between students vocabulary 

mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. 

Inecda Indragiri Hulu. This research was descriptive quantitative. There were 35 students as 

samples chosen by using total sampling technique. In collecting the data, the researcher 

distributed the test to respondent to determine  the students vocabulary mastery, which consisted 

of 20 item statements that was constructed based on the indicators of vocabulary mastery and to 

know the reading comprehension in recount text, the researcher distributed the test too. The 

researcher used descriptive statistic to analyze the data. The outcome of this research showed 

that r observed was 0.495. with degree of significance 1% the score of r table obtained was 

0.282, therefore, robserved>rtable (0.495>0.2282) meanwhile, with degree of significance 5%, 

the score of rtable obtained was 0.333, therefore, robserved>rtable (0.495>0.282). the outcome 

of this research showed that the score was significantly correlation between students’ vocabulary 

mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. 

Inecda Indragiri Hulu. 
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INTRODUCTION 

English is regarded as foreign language in Indonesia which formally taught in Indonesia 

from the primary schools up to university. Therefore, for the students must be able master 

English. To be able to master English lessons students must  master  four  skills,  they  are  

listening,  speaking,  reading,  and  writing. Reading is one of the important language skills. To 

be able to master English lessons students must  master  four  skills,  they  are  listening,  

speaking,  reading,  and  writing. Reading is one of the important language skills. By reading 

people may get a lot of information and knowledge. In order to understand in reading English 

language we also need to master the vocabulary which can help us in understand the meaning of 

text. However, vocabulary and reading are two things that cannot be separated to one another. 

When learning reading students need vocabulary to understand the idea and when learning 

English vocabulary, students need a lot of practice of reading, because reading is the active way 

in learning vocabulary. Vocabulary is one of important component in teaching learning language 

to support the English language skill. Junior high school students are taught reading of various 

kinds of text. Based Curriculum 2013 for junior high school gives obligation to students to 

develop their reading skill and also to comprehend types of texts based on their grades. 

In the school, students learn about recount text especially the second grade students of MTs 

Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu. Recount text has several language features 

and generic structures. The several language features are using simple past tense, past continuous 

tense, past perfect tense and past perfect continuous tense; Using temporal sequence; Focus on 

specific participant; Using the conjunction; Using active verb. In understanding of recount text 

many students have lack of vocabulary that includes language features of recount text. The 

problem of students vocabulary mastery such as action verb, to be and adverb of time and place. 

This causes the students cannot reach the minimal completeness criteria. 

MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu which is located in Rengat Barat 

is one of the formal educational institutions in Indragiri Hulu, Riau. In MTs Yayasan Misi 

Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu programmed using the 2013 curriculum (K13) which 

requires students to more be active in the learning process in the classroom. 

The researcher conducted a pre-research in this school by doing observation and 

interviewed the English teacher and some eight grade students. According  to  the  English  

Teacher  the  level  of  mastery  of  English  students’ vocabulary was very low. Even though 

these student always come to the English classes and it almost never late to enter the class. 

Meanwhile the researcher also interviewed few students, some students do not like learning 

English but they claimed that they like to listen the English song. That is because students do not 

like the content of English lessons. Apart from that most students admitted that they do not 

master English vocabulary although the teacher has often help the students to memorize 

vocabulary in the class. According to them the English vocabulary is very difficult to memorize 

and difficult to pronounce, so that the vocabulary does not last long in their memories. 

School is a place of learning for students, but sometimes the environment at school does 

not support students to learn. For example the sound that is too loud from other students 
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sometimes becoming a problem that can disturb student concentration during the teaching and 

learning process. Beside that students also rarely repeat English lessons at home because they 

feel that studying alone at home is very boring. Even though they have tried to repeat English 

lessons at home, they still don’t understand. According to the teacher the ability of students in 

reading English is also very low even the student always read English text in the class. Almost 

all students have difficulty understanding the contents of the text they read in class. 

Based on the researcher preliminary observation in MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. 

Inecda Indragiri Hulu, especially in second grade the writer found some phenomena. First is 

some of students could not put or could not understand the vocabulary in the context of the 

sentences when comprehending the text. Second is some of students lack of in vocabulary 

mastery when reading a text. Third some of students lack of confident in vocabulary mastery 

when comprehending the text. And last is some of students lack of reading comprehension. 

Most of previous studies (Ratnawati 2005, Sutarsyah 2008, Permatasari,Sutarsyah & 

Sukirlan 2015, Furqon 2013, Nouri Zerhouni 2016, Desita, Khairul & Septy 2016) the researcher 

concluded that many other researcher investigated about vocabulary achievement, reading 

achievement, describe the vocabulary in the reading text and to seek if the text is useful for 

reading skill development, students’ vocabulary and grammar mastery and their achievement in 

reading comprehension, students vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension, 

relationship between two dimensions of vocabulary knowledge and students vocabulary mastery 

and their reading habits toward their ability to comprehend an analytical exposition text. The 

most of previous studies was located at Java, but in this research located at Riau, Sumatera. In 

this research focus on vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text and 

the location at Indragiri Hulu. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

 This research was a quantitative research. Arikunto (2006) claims that 

quantitative research is appropriate with the name, this research is much demanded by using 

number, beginning from collecting the data, interpretation toward the data, and the result. Since 

this research concern on the investigation to find out the correlation between students’ 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension, the research type must be a correlational 

research. The method used in this research is correlation. According to Creswell (2012) 

correlation is statistical test to determine the tendency or pattern for two or more variables or two 

sets of data to vary consistently. Correlation in this research means the relationship between 

students’ vocabulary mastery and student reading comprehension in Recount Text at MTs 

Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT.Inecda Indragiri Hulu. There are two variable in this research, they 

are independent variable and dependent variable.  Independent   variable   is   students’ 

vocabulary mastery and it is symbolized by (X). Dependent variable is reading comprehension 

and it is symbolized by (Y). This study is aimed to know the correlation between students’ 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT.Inecda 

Indragiri Hulu. The second grade of MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT.Inecda Indragiri Hulu as a 
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subject of this research, and the object in this research is the relationship between students’ 

vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension. 

According to Creswell (2012) “population is a group of individuals who have the same 

characteristic”. The population in this research is second grade of MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah 

PT.Inecda Indragiri Hulu. The total number of students there are 35 students. According to 

Creswell (2012) “sample is a subgroup of the target population that the researcher plans to study 

for generalizing the target population”. The total number in this research is less than 100 

students, so the researcher wants to use total sampling technique. According to Sugiyono (2010) 

total sampling is a sampling technique in which all of the students become respondents. So the 

researcher used all of the number population as sample in this research 

  

1. Technique of Collecting the Data 

The data collection of the research was collected by using test 

a. Test 

To find out the students’ vocabulary mastery (X) and reading comprehension 

(Y), the researcher used test to assess the students’ vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension at second grade of MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT.Inecda Indragiri 

Hulu. In this research, the researcher used multiple choices as form the list. The 

questions and texts used in the test were adopted from English text book and National 

Exam questions. 

2. Technique of Data Analysis 

To know about there is a significant correlation between students’ vocabulary 

knowledge and their reading comprehension, the data analyzed statistically by used 

person product moment correlation coefficient using SPSS 23. In  order  to  find  out  the  

categories  of  score,  the  following  are classification of the score. 

Table III.5 

Classification of Students’ Score 

No Score Category 

1. 80-100 Very good 

2 66-79 Good 

3 56-65 Enough 

4 40-55 Less 
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5 30-39 Fail 

Adopted from (Arikunto, 2006, p.245) 

To analyze the data of the students’ vocabulary mastery and reading comprehension, the 

researcher used the formula (Anas Sudijono, 2011, p. 43): 

𝑃 =
𝐹

𝑁
×100% 

Where: 

P = Number of percentage 

F = Frequency 

N = Number of sample 

Meanwhile, in order to get easy in analyzing the data, the researcher used SPSS 20.0 

program for Windows. The product moment correlation coefficient was obtained by considering 

the degree of freedom (df) = N-nr; (N= number of sample, nr = number of variable) 

RESULT and DISCUSSION 

RESULT   

The finding of this research is there is correlation between students’ vocabulary 

mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi 

Islamiayah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu. 24% students’ vocabulary mastery at MTs 

Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu were influenced by their reading 

comprehension in recount text. 

DISCUSSION 

Data presentation of students’ vocabulary mastery are presented based on the 

items. In this research, there were 20 items in test of vocabulary mastery. The researcher 

also described the category and the percentage of students’ vocabulary mastery as 

follows: 

Table IV.3 

The Frequency and Percentage of Students’ Vocabulary Mastery 

No. Score Category Frequency Percentage 

   1 80-100 Very good 1 3% 
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2 66-79 Good 7 20% 

3 56-65 Enough 10 29% 

4 40-55 Less 17 49% 

5 30-39 Fail 0 0% 

Total 35 100% 

  

From the table above, it can be seen that there were 1 student was at very good 

category, with the percentage was 3%. 7 students were at good category, with the 

percentage 20%. 10 student was at low category, with the percentage 29% and 17 

students at less category, with the percentage 49% and there was no student at fail 

category with the percentage 0%. Based the explanation above, the researcher concluded 

that students’ vocabulary mastery at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT.Inecda Indragiri 

Hulu was at less category with the total students were 17 and the percentage was 49%. 

The data are presented based on the items. In this research, there were 20 items in 

test of students’  reading  comprehension. The researcher also described the category and 

the percentage of students’ reading comprehension as follows: 

Table IV.6 

The Frequency and Percentage of Students’ Reading Comprehension 

No. Score Category Frequency Percentage 

   1 80-100 Very good 6 17% 

2 66-79 Good 19 54% 

3 56-65 Enough 9 26% 

4 40-55 Less 1 3% 

5 30-39 Fail 0 0% 

Total 35 100% 

  

 From the table above, it can be seen that there were 6 student was at very good category, 

with the percentage was 17%. 19 students were at good category, with the percentage 54%. 9 

students was at low category, with the percentage 26%, 1 student was at less category, with the 
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percentage 3% and there was no student at fail category with the percentage 0%. Based the 

explanation above, the researcher concluded that students’ reading comprehension in  recount  

text  at  MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu was at good category with the 

total students were 19 and the percentage was 54%. 

data presentation of students’ vocabulary mastery and their reading 

comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri 

Hulu. 

 

 

 

 

Table IV.7 

The Score of the Data Presentation of Students Vocabulary Mastery and Their Reading 

Comprehension in Recount Text 

Students 
Vocabulary Mastery 

 Score 

Reading 

Comprehension Score 

1 50 75 

2 80 85 

3 50 70 

4 50 65 

5 50 60 

6 65 70 

7 55 75 

8 50 60 

9 65 80 

10 50 75 

11 75 70 
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12 55 65 

13 70 75 

14 55 75 

15 55 60 

16 65 70 

17 70 75 

18 50 65 

19 60 75 

20 70 75 

21 60 70 

22 55 80 

23 45 85 

24 45 60 

25 60 70 

26 60 65 

27 75 85 

28 65 75 

29 65 70 

30 70 80 

31 55 75 

32 45 65 

33 65 75 

34 70 70 

35 50 55 

Total 2075 2500 
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Mean 59,29 71.43 

 

Based on the table above, it is concluded that the total score for students vocabulary 

mastery was 2075 and the total score for students’ reading comprehension was 2500. Meanwhile, 

the mean score for students vocabulary mastery was 59.29 and for students’ reading 

comprehension were 71.43. 

 Pearson correlation was conducted in this research in order to determine any significant 

the correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension in 

recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu. It can be seen from the 

value of r table. From Pearson analysis for vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension 

in recount text above, it showed on the table above, r observed was 0.495. With degree of 

significance 1%, the score of r table obtained was 0,282, therefore, robserved>rtable (0.495> 

0.282); meanwhile, with degree of significance 5%, the score of rtable obtained was 0.333, 

therefore, robserved>rtable (0.495 > 0.282); the result showed that the score was significantly 

correlated between students vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text 

at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda Indragiri Hulu. 

CONCLUTION 

This research was conducted to know the correlation between students’ vocabulary 

mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyan 

PT.Inecda Indragiri Hulu. Based on what has been discussed, presented and analyzed in the 

previous chapters, the researcher concluded that: 

1. Students’ vocabulary mastery at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT.Inecda Indragiri Hulu 

was at less categories with the total students were 17 and the percentage was 49%. The 

total score for students vocabulary mastery was 2075 with the mean score for students 

vocabulary mastery was 59.29. 

2. Students’ reading comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. 

Inecda Indragiri Hulu was at good category with the total students were 19 and the 

percentage was 54%. The total score for students reading comprehension was 2500 with 

the mean score for student reading comprehension was 71.43. 

3. Pearson analysis for vocabulary mastery and their reading comprehension in recount text 

above, it showed on the table that  r observed was 0.495. With degree of significance 1%, 

the score of r table obtained was 0,282, therefore, robserved>rtable (0.495> 0.282); 

meanwhile, with degree of significance 5%, the score of rtable obtained was 0.333, 

therefore, robserved>rtable (0.495 > 0.282); the outcome of this research showed that the 

score was significantly correlation between students’ vocabulary mastery and their 

reading comprehension in recount text at MTs Yayasan Misi Islamiyah PT. Inecda 

Indragiri Hulu. 
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