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 Abstract 

 

This research is a correlational research, which aims at finding out the 

correlation between self assessment and speaking ability. There were two 

variables used in this research, was variable X (Self Assessment) and 

variable Y (Speaking Ability). The subject of this research was the eighth 

grade students at Junior High School 16 Pekanbaru whereas the object of 

this research was the correlation between self assessment and speaking 

ability. The population of this research was 197 students. To choose the 

sample, the researcher used simple random sampling technique and got 40 

students as the sample. In collecting the data, the researcher used 

questionnaire for self assessment and oral test for speaking ability. From the 

data analysis which had been done by using SPSS 20.0 version, it could be 

seen that there was a significant correlation between self assessment and 

speaking ability. It could be shown that the probability of score sig.t is 

0.000, smaller than the significant alpha of 0.05 (sig.t < 0.05). It means that 

H0 is rejected and Ha is accepted. In other words, there is a significant 

correlation between self assessment and speaking ability.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Speaking is the process of 

building and sharing meaning through 

the use of verbal and nonverbal symbols 

in a variety contexts (Chaney, 1998, 

p.13). Speaking is essential to every 

aspect of life. It is very important to be 

learned by the students. Learning to 

speak fluently and accurately is one of 

the greatest challenges for all learners. 

Because, to be able to speak fluently, a 

speaker has to speak and think at the 

same time. When speaking, a speaker 

has to monitor their output and correct 

any mistakes, as well as planning for 

what they are going to say next. To be 

able to speak fluently in a foreign 
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language requires a lot of practice. 

Speaking practice starts with practising 

and drilling set phrases and repeating 

models. Fluent speakers will also have 

to learn a range of other things such as 

what is appropriate to say in certain 

situations, how to manage 

conversations, and how to interrupt and 

offer their own contributions. It is a 

difficult and long process to master all 

these subskills.  

Speaking is also defined as the 

productive aural/oral skill which 

consists of producing systematic verbal 

utterances to convey meaning (Nunan, 

2003, p.48). Furthermore, Richards & 

Renandya (2002, p.204) described that 

effective speaking requires the ability to 

use the language appropriately in social 

interactions that involves not only 

verbal communication but also 

paralinguistic elements of speech such 

as pitch, stress, and intonation. 

Moreover, nonlinguistic elements such 

as gestures, body language, and 

expressions are needed in conveying 

messages directly without any 

accompanying speech. The main goal 

from speaking is a means of 

communication.  

In Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru, teaching learning process 

uses school based curriculum. 

According to standard competence in 

the syllabus, the students are required to 

be able to express the meaning of 

functional text and simple short 

monologue descriptive and recount to 

interact with their environment. Based 

on the preliminary observation, the 

English teacher used communicative 

approach to gain the students’ 

participation to increase the students’ 

speaking performance. The steps done 

by the teacher are:  

 

The teacher came to the class with full 

of spirit and gave motivation to 

encourage the students. 

2. The teacher set the clear and 

achievable goal of a task to do by the 

students.  

3. The teacher gave an example of a 

good presentation in front of the 

class. She also used media as one of 

tools to support learning process.  

4. The teacher gave support and 

appreciation to all of the students.  

5. The teacher did not give direct 

correction while the students did 

mistakes in their performance.  

6. The teacher gave clear and 

understandable reflection after all of the 

performances.  

 

 In fact, the reality has shown 

that some of the students were not able 

to achieve the standard competence 

although those efforts had been done in 

terms of teaching speaking itself. It was 

still far from what the curriculum 

expected. Some of students still had 

difficulties in learning speaking. It 

could be identified where most of the 

students could not reach the passing 

grade. The students’ passing grade was 

76.  

Those problems above can be 

caused by several factors such as their 

self assessment. According to 

Alibakhshi & Abbaszadeh (2012), self 

assessment can influence students’ 

speaking performance. It means that the 

process to enhance students’ speaking 

ability is supported by self assessment. 

By doing self assessment, the students 

can be extremely effective at 

monitoring and judging their own 

language production, they frequently 

have a clear idea of how well they are 

doing or have done (Harmer, 2001, 

p.102). It also makes students more 
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active in judging their own progress and 

encourages them to see the value of 

what they have learned (Nedzinskaite in 

Tavakoli, 2009, p.6).  

Regarding to the previous ideas, 

when students are involved in their own 

assessment, there is a good chance that 

their understanding of the feedback 

which their teacher gives to them. In 

fact, some of the students were not able 

to maximalize self assessment in their 

speaking class. In short, the phenomena 

can be seen as follows:  

1. Some of the students were not able to 

apply an independent individual 

learning in speaking class.  

2. Some of the students were not able to 

monitor their own progress about 

how well their performance was.  

3. Some of the students were not able to 

judge their own activities during 

learning process to improve their 

better speaking performance.  

4. Some of the students were not able to 

identify their learning goals in the 

end of speaking activities.  

 

Based on the phenomena above, it is 

clear that some of the students still have 

problems in their self assessment and 

speaking. The aim of this research is to 

investigate whether there is a significant 

correlation between students’ self 

assessment and their speaking ability. 

 

Formulation of the Problem  
Based on the problems above, 

the researcher formulates the problems 

ofthe Eighth Grade Students at Junior 

High School 16 Pekanbaru in the 

following questions :  

a. How is self assessment of the Eighth 

Grade Students at Junior High School 

16 Pekanbaru?  

b. How is speaking ability of the Eighth 

Grade Students at Junior High School 

16 Pekanbaru?  

c. Is there any significant correlation 

between self assessment and 

speaking ability of the Eighth Grade 

Students at Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru?  

 

Objective of the Research  
Based on the formulation above, 

the objectives of the research are :  

a. To find out how self asssessment of 

the Eighth Grade Students at Junior 

High School 16 Pekanbaru 

b. To find out how speaking ability of 

the Eighth Grade Students at Junior 

High School 16 Pekanbaru 

c. To find out the significant correlation 

between self assessment and 

speaking ability of the Eighth Grade 

Students at Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru.  

 

METHOD 

 

  The design of this research is a 

correlational research. It deals with 

exploring relations that exist between 

variables. Correlational research helps 

to clarify relations among variables 

(Schunk, 2008, p.4). There were two 

variables in this research: independent 

variable and dependent variable.  

The independent variable is a 

stimulus variable or input, it is that 

factor which is measured, manipulated, 

or selected by the experimenter to 

determine its relationship to an 

observed phenomenon. Meanwhile, the 

dependent variable is response variable 

or output, it is that factor which is 

observed and measured to determine the 

effect of the independent variables 

(Riadi, 2016, p.52). In this research, self 

assessment is the independent variable 

and symbolized by X, and speaking 

ability is the dependent variable and 

symbolized by Y.  

 The research was conducted on 

March in academic year 2017/2018. 
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SMPN 16 Pekanbaru is located at Jln. 

Cempaka No. 16 Pekanbaru. 
The subject of this research was 

the Eighth Grade Students at Junior 

High School 16 Pekanbaru. And the 

object of this research was self 

assessment and speaking ability. 

The population of this research 

was the Eighth Grade Students at Junior 

High School 16 Pekanbaru. There were 

five classes which consisted of 197 

students. It can be seen in the following 

table: 

 

Population 

 

No  Class  Students  

1 VIII.1  37 

2 VIII.2  40 

3 VIII.3  36 

4 VIII.4  42 

5 VIII.5  42 

Total                197  

 

Because the population was 

large, so the  researcher used simple 

random sampling. Gay (2012: 131) 

stated that simple random sampling is 

the process of selecting a sample in 

such a way that all individuals in the 

defined population have an equal and 

independent chance of selecting for the 

sample.  Arikunto (2006, p.134) stated 

that if the population is less than 100, it 

is better to take all of them as the 

sample but if the total population is 

more than 100 students, the sample can 

be taken between 10-15% or 20-25% or 

more. The researcher took 20% of the 

population as the sample by putting all 

the little rolled-up papers that contained 

all of the students’ names into a box and 

picking them up one by one until 

getting 7-9 students’ names for each 

class. The percentage of sample can be 

seen in the table below : 

 

Sample 

                                     

 No  Class  Students  20 % 

from 

total 

student  

1  VIII.1  37  7  

2  VIII.2  40  8  

3  VIII.3  36  7  

4  VIII.4  42  9  

5  VIII.5  42  9  

Total 

Population  

197  

Total Sample               40  

  

  

In order to collect the data in the 

research, the researchers used 

questionnaire and test.  

The questionnaire was used to know 

students’ self assessment which was 

adopted from Brown (2003). The 

questionnaire dealth with learners’ 

opinion in responding self assessment in 

language learning by using likert scale 

which consists of 25 positive 

statements. It has been translated into 

bahasa indonesian by the researcher. 

And Test was used to know students’ 

speaking ability, the researcher used 

retelling story. There were some topics 

given such as description about pet, 

house, family, school, room. 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS 

1. Self Assessment of the Eighth Grade Students at Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru  
 
 

                             Descriptive Statistics of Self Assessment  
N  Minimum  Maximum  Mean  Std. Deviation  

Self 

Assessment  

40  54  78  66,35  5,895  

Valid N (listwise)  40  

 

The table explains that the mean 

of self assessment was 66.35. The 

standar deviation was 5.895, minimum 

score was 54 and maximum score was 

78. Based on the category provided in 

chapter III, the data of self assessment is 

categorized as follows: 

Analysis Criterion of Self Assessment 

No  Scores  Categories  
1  81% -100%  Very high  

2  61% - 80%  High  

3  41% - 60%  High enough  

4  21% - 40%  Low  

5  0% - 20%  Very low  

Based on the categories above, it 

can be concluded that the self 

assessment of the eighth grade students 

at junior high school 16 pekanbaru was 

high because the percentage obtained 

was 66.35%. Thus, the first research 

problem which was formulated and had 

been current issue in the school recently 

was answered. 

 

 

 

 

2. Speaking Ability of the Eighth Grade Students at Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru  

 

                              The Descriptive Statistic of Speaking Ability  
N  Minimum  Maximum  Mean  Std. 

Deviation  

Variance  

speaking 

ability  

40  33  73  53,97  7,195  51,769  

Valid N (listwise)  40  

 

The table explains that the mean 

of speaking ability was 53.97. The 

standad deviation was 7.195, minimum 

score was 33 and maximum score was 

73. Based on the category provided in 

chapter III, the data of speaking ability 

is categorized as follows: 

Analysis Criterion of Speaking 

Ability 

No  Scores  Category  

1  80-100  Very Good  

2  66-79  Good  

3  56-65  Enough  

4  40-55  Less  

5  30-39  Fail  
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 Based on the categories above, it 

can be concluded that speaking ability 

of the eighth grade students at junior 

high school 16 pekanbaru was less. 

Thus, the second research problem 

which was formulated and had been 

current issue in the school recently was 

answered.

 

3. Correlation between Self Assessment and Speaking Ability of the Eighth Grade 

Students at Junior High School 16 Pekanbaru  
 

                                            Correlations Result  

 
Self assessment  Speaking ability  

self assessment  Pearson 

Correlation  

1  ,547**  

Sig. (2-tailed)  ,000  

N  40  40  

speaking ability  Pearson 

Correlation  

,547**  1  

Sig. (2-tailed)  ,000  

N  40  40  

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).  

 

Pearson correlation was 

conducted in this research in order to 

determine if there is significant 

correlation between self assessment and 

speaking ability of the eighth grade 

students at junior high school 16 

Pekanbaru. Based on Pearson analysis 

for students’ self assessment and their 

speaking ability in table IV.35 above, It 

can be seen from the sig.(2-tailed) 

value. In the table above, sig-t was 

0.000. It was smaller than 0.05 (sig-t < 

0.05). The result shows that the scores 

did correlate between self assessment 

and speaking ability of the eighth grade 

students at junior high school 16 

Pekanbaru.  

In addition, the table above also 

shows that the coefficient correlation in 

this research was 0.547. Furthermore, 

there was also the symbol **. It is clear 

that there is a positive correlation 

between self assessment and speaking 

ability. Meanwhile, in order to know the 

level or strength of correlation between 

two variables, Riduwan (2011, p.228) 

provides the following categories: 

The Interpretation of Correlation 

Coefficient 

 

No  

Coefficient 

Interval  

Level of 

Correlation  
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0.00-0.20  

0.20-0.40  

0.40-0.70  

0.70-0.90  

0.90-1.00  

Very Low  

Low  

Medium  

High  

Very High  

 

The correlation coefficient 

obtained was 0.547 which means the 

level of correlation between self 

assessment and speaking ability of the 

eighth grade students at junior high 

school 16 Pekanbaru was medium. 

Thus, the third research problem which 

was formulated and had been current 

issue in the school recently was 

answered.  

Furthermore, to find out how 

significant the correlation between self 

assessment and speaking ability at the 

eighth grade students of Junior High 

School 16 Pekanbaru is, the R 

determination should be found. 

According to Riduwan (2011, p.228), 
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determinant coefficient is the value that 

is used to know the contribution given 

by variable X to variable Y. The 

following is the process of getting the R 

determinant :  

R = (r)2 x100%  

R = (0,547)2 x 100%  

                = 29.92 %  

 So, the R determinant obatained 

was 29.92%. It means that 29.92% 

speaking ability at the eighth grade 

students of Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru was influenced by self 

assessment. Then, the other 70.08% was 

influenced by other factors. 

CONCLUSION 

  Based on the previous 

explanation, it can be concluded that:  

1. Self assessment of the Eighth Grade 

Students at Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru was found in “high” 

category.  

2. Speaking ability of the Eighth Grade 

Students at Junior High School 16 

Pekanbaru was found in “less” 

category.  

3. There is a correlation between self 

assessment and speaking ability of 

the eighth grade students of Junior 

High School 16 Pekanbaru in 

“medium” category.  
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